
New alliances for maritime industries growing smart 
Workshop in the framework of Open Days 2014 

When?  

Tuesday 7th October, 14.30-17.00 (followed by a reception) 

Where?  

Basque Government Delegation to the European Union, Rue des Deux Eglises 27, 1000 Brussels 

Registration is free of charge and will start on 8 July at the following website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/od2014/register.cfm  

 

The maritime industries offer considerable opportunities for smart growth, but have to overcome a 

series of obstacles such as skills shortages and mismatches, industrial reconversion and unfavourable 

financial framework conditions. Regions thus have an important role in accompanying the 

differentiation and diversification of the companies and more broadly the regional ecosystems.  

The LeaderShip 2020 report has been drafted and agreed upon by stakeholders following an EU 

Commission initiative. The report shows the way forward towards a competitive maritime technology 

industry and has been endorsed by the Council in 2013. It now needs to be implemented in an 

ambitious way by all the stakeholders concerned.  

The aim of this workshop is to highlight the regional stakeholders’ commitment to the strategy and to 

show what kind of actions regions can take to support the maritime industries, in particular via their 

smart specialisation strategies. The session will address several topics, amongst which research and 

innovation support, education and skills, investment in ports, marine energies, internationalisation of 

SMEs, and cluster policy. A particular focus will be on collaborative approaches to implementing 

smart specialisation strategies, support for SMEs to participate in Horizon 2020, and ways to help the 

regional industries to be successful in the global competition. 

The debate will strengthen relationships between regions by sharing their experiences, put forward 

suggestions for the further implementation of the LeaderShip 2020 strategy and highlight concrete 

examples of collaboration at regional and European level. 

A networking opportunity will be offered at the end of the workshop. 

Speakers: 

1. Mr. Christophe Clergeau, 1st Vice-President, Region Pays de la Loire (France) 

2. Mr. Indalecio González, Manager of Renewable Energies Department, Fundación Asturiana 

de la Energía, Asturias (Spain) 

3. Mr. Jorge Arévalo, Vocational Training Regional Vice-Minister, Basque Government (Spain) 

4. Mr. Juha Valtanen, Programme Manager, Machine technology center Ltd., Turku, Southwest 

Finland (Finland) 

 

Moderated by Mr. Damien Périssé, Director at the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/conferences/od2014/register.cfm


Organised by: 

                           

 

                       

 

The workshop is organised in the framework of the CPMR working group “Maritime Industries for 

Blue Growth”. 

There will be simultaneous translation into English, French and Spanish 

 

http://crpm.org/index.php?act=13,40
http://crpm.org/index.php?act=13,40

